
The Power 
of the Sun.

THE INGENUITY
of SHARP.

Since 1959, Sharp has been

harnessing the power of the

sun to improve the quality of

life. Today, we are the world’s

leading manufacturer of solar cells. In fact, Sharp’s

high-quality, Photovoltaic Power

Generation Systems are used

for everything from satellites

to lighthouses, industrial

applications to residential use. Sharp’s solar

energy systems take advantage

of the natural, inexhaustible

resource of sunlight to generate

electricity. No environmentally

harmful compounds, no fossil fuel pollution. Just

clean, safe, reliable solar energy for living. 
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Sharp began its research and development

of photovoltaics in 1959. Since then, we

have worked to constantly improve and

expand our superior line of solar energy

products and peripherals. Sharp innovations

in solar power generation have resulted in effective solutions for

virtually every energy requirement — from low wattage up to

megawatts. Whatever the power need, Sharp Solar Energy has

responded with forty years of technological leadership.

More than 40 years
of advanced solar research.

A HISTORY OF SHARP SOLAR INGENUITY

t i m e l i n e

1959 Started development of solar cells.

1963 Started mass production of solar cells.

1967 Development of solar cells for use in aerospace.

1976 Sharp’s first installation of a PV system 
to power a Japanese satellite.

1980 Introduced calculators with solar cell 
batteries into the market.

1986 Successfully completed installation of 
three photovoltaic power generating 
stations in Thailand.

1992 Developed multi-crystalline silicon solar cells
with 17.1% efficiency and single-crystalline
solar cells with 22.0% efficiency, 
both for terrestrial use.

1995 Production capacity of terrestrial line 
reaches 4 MW/year.

2001 Production capacity of terrestrial line 
reaches 94 MW/year.

2002 Planned production capacity of terrestrial 
line to reach 200 MW/year.

number one under the sun –
Sharp photovoltaic modules

As the world’s leading manufacturer, Sharp 

produces both single and multi-crystalline

solar cells. They are incorporated into an

extensive line of high-power modules for

every electrical power requirement. Each

is built with superb durability to withstand the most rigorous

operating conditions.

ND-L3E1U

NE-K125U2

ND-Q0E2U

NE-Q5E2U

NE-80E1U

In order to give architects, building planners and homeowners design

options other than the standard midnight blue and black, Sharp will

introduce a line of colored solar cells – including gold/brown, green,

dark blue and light blue. So, in addition to having the best solar

cells in the industry, we’ll also have the boldest and brightest.

Our home solar systems are extremely efficient, easy to install 
and ideal for decreasing dependency on utility supplied electricity.

Sharp Solar Energy is a clean, safe, reliable source of power for better living.

Sharp Solar Energy’s new color cell options

solar innovations
for a brighter future.

Photovoltaics are the answer for a world

that demands enormous power and an

environment that needs to be protected

for future generations. Sharp is working

on new ways to apply this indispensable

energy source and improve solar cell conversion efficiency.

In the United States today, Sharp stand-alone and grid connected

photovoltaic systems are powering appliances, machinery and

electrical equipment in every location from industrial complexes

to individual homes. In the near future, we’ll offer fully integrated

Sharp manufactured solar systems in the U.S., which will include

all electronic components as well as modules. Customers will be

able to purchase complete system products from one reliable

source, ensuring that all components install

easily and work flawlessly together.

Our triangular modules, coming soon, conform 
to many rooflines, giving architects, builders
and solar contractors more design flexibility.


